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WEARY GEHRY LEERY, 
THEN TURNS CHEERY 

Architect was 'misconstrued' about Yards 


God Messed America! 


USO dancers added some color to the St. Patrick's Day parade in Bay Ridge o 
Sunday. Oh, and the mayor was also there. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper t 

Starchitect Frank Gehry quickly 
recanted — sort of — a statement 
he made earlier in the week that the 
Atlantic Yards project is dead. 

The latest brouhaha over the 
stalled development project be- 
gan on Monday, when The Archi- 
tect’s Newspaper, a trade publica- 
tion, asked the 80-year-old master 
builder to look ahead to the end of 
his career and reflect on whether he 
had any “unrealized commissions” 
that he “wish had been built.” 
Gehry ’s answer: “The Corcoran 
Gallery in D.C., the Atlantic Yards 
project in Brooklyn — I don’t think 
it’s going to happen.” 

The always-outspoken Gehry 
quickly reconsidered his pessi- 

In a statement issued by his Los 
Angeles-based firm, the architect 
said his earlier comment had been 
made in a “free-flowing interview,” 
and was now being “misconstrued 
as a prediction of the future of the 
Atlantic Yards development.” 
“All of us at Gehry Architects 
New York are immensely proud 
of our work with our client Forest 
City Ratner on the Atlantic Yards 
Project and remain hopeful that it 
will come to fruition in the very 


near future,” the statement con- 
cluded. 

Atlantic Yards opponents re- 
minded that some people define 
a gaffe as when a newsmaker slips 
up and actually tells the truth. 

“World Famous Architect 
Sounds Like Fle’s No Longer 
Working on Bruce Ratner’s Proj- 
ect,” stated a press release from 
Develop Don’t Destroy, the main 
Yards opposition group. 

“While Bruce Ratner’s project 
is a big question mark, it seems 
clear that Frank Gehry — who was 


a major selling point for 
the project, its investors 
and its naming-rights 
sponsor Barclays — 
is no longer working 
on the project,” group 
spokesman Daniel 
Goldstein said in the 
statement. “Mr. Gehry 
would not have made this 
comment if he were still in- 
volved with Atlantic Yards and 
Forest City Ratner as his client.” 

Untrue, said Ratner. 

“Frank Gehry is a friend, a great 



architect and someone I 
have huge respect for,” 
the Forest City Ratner 
CEO told The Brooklyn 
Paper in a statement. “It 
s understandable how he 
and others have concerns 
about this project happening 
>rst economic envi- 
ronment since the Great De- 
pression. But that said, [we] are 
ready to proceed even at a time 
when other projects and industries 
have faltered. Atlantic Yards will 
See GEHRY on page 12 



Arrest in Weber slay 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Police have arrested a teenage 
suspect for the vicious murder of 
WABC newscaster George Weber, 
whose body contained more than 
four dozen stab wounds when it 
was discovered in his Henry Street 
apartment on Sunday afternoon. 
The Queens 16-year-old, who 


apparently met Weber through an 
online personal ad, was arrested 
on Tuesday. The New York Post 
identified him as John Katehis 
and said that he had confessed to 
the murder, which police believe 
happened last Friday night. 

Officially, cops would not say 



Weber over the Internet through 
Craigslist, and that they agreed 
to meet and that while he was 
inside Weber’s apartment, he 
stabbed him approximately 50 
times,” said NYPD spokesman 
Paul J. Browne. 

The spokesman added that the 
suspect “subsequently made state- 

See MURDER on page 12 


Flora in the hole! 

Billyburg 'bombers' set to spill their seeds 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Gardening in North 
Brooklyn is about to be- 
come a form of rebellion. 

A group of “rogue bota- 
nists” are hoping to trans- 
form the barren streets of 
Williamsburg and Green- 
point into lush landscapes by 
hurling projectiles — laced 
with cornflower seeds! — 
onto vacant properties this 
Saturday. 

tj The green guerrillas hope 
| to beautify their neighbor- 
S hoods by distributing hun- 
c dreds of eco-friendly orbs 
” made from red clay, seeds 
I J and organic compost, chuck- 
1 1 ing the mulch missiles over 
Is- walls, pushing them through 
| J, chain-link fences, and put- 
> ting them just about any- 
j where that could use some 
J f greenery. 

Grass lovers like David Cohen will spread their seeds in Bushwick “Guerilla gardeners seek 

this weekend. See SEEDS on page 2 



Museum 
ups ante 

Entry fee to $10 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Art lovers proved to be largely un- 
troubled by the Brooklyn Museum’s sur- 
prise hike in the institution’s “suggested 
donation” on Saturday from $8 to $10. 

“They have to raise the price in this 
economy unless the city pays or they 
fire people,” said Toni Weaver, a Man- 
hattanite who forked over the double- 
digit admission fee on Friday. 

Another visitor did even more than 

“Ifeel$10isabargain — Ipaidmore 
than the suggested price,” said Nikki 
Darling, a former Williamsburger who 
is getting her MBA at Lehigh. 

Such talk will no doubt please the 
higher-ups at the Museum, which said 
the two dollar increase was necessary 
because of the deep recession. 

“We truly regret that the challenges 
created by the economic downturn have 
made it necessary to modestly increase 
the admissions fee at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum,” Director Arnold Lehman said 
in a statement. 

Despite the fair hike, if you will, 
Lehman said that his museum “still 
represents] extraordinary enriching 
value for all visitors, particularly in 
this difficult and distressing time.” 

See MUSEUM on page 13 


--LAND! 


Brooklyn wants to 
stick it to The Man 


Brooklynites are so irate about 
Washington, war and Wall Street 
that they’re going to protest at 

' M the epicenter of American capi- 

I But it’s not those AIG bonuses 

that are enraging the electorate on 
the eve of next S aturday ’s “March 
onWallStreet” — it’s the bloated 
Pentagon budget that feeds the 
Wall Street beast! 

“We have wacked out prior- 
ities in our military budget that 
usurps funds that are needed at 
home,” said an irate Matthew 
FORK YOU!: Anthony Ruiz, a clerk at Sid's Hardware Weinstein, an organizer of the 
’n Downtown, taps into the public's populist anger. march. “The war filled the coffers 


BORO HITS WALL ST j FARE HIKE 

IS UNFARE 


of giant corporations. They are 
like pigs feeding at a trough.” 

And the feeding frenzy hasn’t 
settled down since President 
Obama moved into the White 
House. His proposed defense bud- 
get may be 1 .4 percent more than 
last year. 

“Wall Street symbolized the 
financial center of the country,” 
said Charlotte Phillips, chairper- 
son of Brooklyn for Peace. 

The Brooklyn groups are 
assembling on White Street, 
between Broadway and Lafay- 
ette Street, at 11 am on April 4. 
For info about the march, visit 
www. BrooklynPeace.org. 

— with Evan Gardner 



Brooklyn seethed with rage 
c on Wednesday after the Metro- 
| politan Transportation Authority 
jj voted to significantly raise fares 
| and tolls, while drastically hack- 
1 ing away at mass transit service 
g- across the borough and city, 
j, Months of political bickering 

| and dickering with Albany cul- 
“ minatedinavoteby theMTA’s 
>ard to jack up the base fare 
HE'S PISSED: Joshua McK- to $2.50 from $2 and monthly 
enney shows his "support" passes to $103 from $81 effec- 
for the MTA fare hike. See UNFARE on page 11 


This 'mob' is angry — yet McMahon votes against it 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Freshman Rep. Mike McMa- 
hon was the only Democrat in 
New York State to vote against 
last week’s House bill to put a 
90-percent tax on AIG’s “out- 


Squadron: Taxes to 
build Bridge ‘Park’ 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper , 

State Sen. Daniel Squadron un- 
veiled a radical new proposal for the 
underfunded Brooklyn Bridge Park 
development that would eliminate hun- 
dreds of planned condos from the park 
and, instead, use property taxes from 
nearby landowners to pay for the con- 
troversial park project’s upkeep — but 
several critics immediately punched 
holes in the plan. 

Squadron’s initiative would si- 
phon off some of the taxes on any 
rezoned property within .4 miles of 
the planned 85 -acre park along the 


Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO wa- ‘ 
terfront — some of the very land- 
owners who are expected to see their 
property values rise due to their prox- 
imity to the proposed 1.3 mile-long 

He said his plan could rake in $20 
million over five years, though it’s 
largely reliant on being in place before 
the city rezones DUMBO, a lengthy 
process that is underway. 

Instead of entering the city’s gen- 
eral fund, those taxes would be re- 
stricted to paying for the park’s an- 
nual maintenance, which is estimated 
to be around $16 million. 

See SQUADRON on page 12 



is wrong with you? spired landslide. “The bill went 

“A lot of my colleagues here through so quickly that many 
What the hell is wrong with jumping off question for our in D.C. were caught up in the people weren’t conversant in the 
McMahon — doesn’t he know weekly feature, “McMahon passions of the mob,” said Me- details.” 
people are grabbing pitchforks, online 1.” Mahon, who was on the losing McMahon said the AIG “bo- 

torches, buckets of tar and down What, Congressman, the hell side of the 328-93 populist-in- See UNE 1 on page 1 1 


PACK IT UP NICE 

Paper moving up to D'Town 


The Brooklyn Paper 

So long, DUMBO. Hello, 
“Metrotech.” 

On Friday, The Brooklyn Paper 
packed up its office and headed to 
the Metrotech complex in the heart 
of Downtown Brooklyn. 

All week, the staff packed up our 
valuables (including boxes upon 
boxes of awards and honors, photo 
right) in preparation for our depar- 
; from the office that has been 
ar home since our move from 
Court Street in 2004. 

Starting Monday, The 
Brooklyn Paper will be 
happily ensconsed in 
Metrotech, where our 


colleagues in the News Corpora- 
tion-owned Community Newpaper 
Group were waiting for us. 

Here's our new contact information: 
The Brooklyn Paper 
One Metrotech Center, Suite 1001 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Main number: (718) 260-2500. 
News e-mail: 
newsroom@cnglocal.com. 
Advertising e-mail: 
brooklynpaper@cnglocal.com. 
Staffers can be e-mailed directly by 
using their first initial and last name 
followed by @cnglocal.com, such 
as tdooley@cnglocal.com. 

Don’t be a stranger! Write us. 
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Bastards! 


T wo bikes. Four wheels. 
Eight months. Sixteen 

That’s the two-times table 
governing my life now, thanks 
to the theft of another one of 
my bicycles this week. 

Asyouknow — aseveryone 
in Brooklyn knows — a thief 
took an ice pick to the tire that 
is my heart back in July when 
he stole my bike from in front 
of my 13th Street home. 

Then, this week, my re- 
placement bike was stolen 
from the ground-floor stor- 
age area provided for work- 



Someone stole my bike — 
for the second time this year 



n! — by thieving, car-loving 
in his DUMBO office. 



Come see the all new award winning 2009 Forester at Brooklyn's only Subaru dealership. 

Bay Ridge Subaru 


m SUBARU 


WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD! 


TMl ZUBiFlU 

GO LOVE SPRMG^ vent 


A- 


All New 2009 Subaru 

FORESTER 

AWD 


The Subaru Forester. 8 
Motor Trend’s 
2009 Sport/Utility 
of the Year " 


Bay Ridge 



1819 Cropsey Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11214 

718.234.7960 


WWW. BayRidgeSubaru .com 


/STELLAR* 

^PERFORMER 

Recieved FIVE-STAR rating 
from National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 


MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. 'Motor Trend, November 2008. fMSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title and registration fees. 

Dealer sets actual price. NYSDMV #7099604, NYCDCA #1200327. 




EVOLUTION A RY LA.S E R TEC H NO LOGY 

KILLS TOENAIL FUNGUS!! 

PinPointe 

f ootla sTFV 

Shiiii 

Call iatm« 
now! 

(877) 9-FUNGUS 


2 LOCATIONS 


2 LOCATIONS 








TOeit yive you neauut fo <u*u£e! 

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 



er$150 until 3/30/09) 


Metal-free fillings -Braces 
Root canals -Invisalign 

Crowns & bridges -Tooth whitening 
Implants -Nitrous sedation 


Siynatwie Saute 

General & Cosmetic Dentistry 

100 Pineapple Walk • Brooklyn Heights 
718-246-5677 

Open Late Tues, Wed &Fri • Sat hours available 
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THE 

stoop 

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT 


PARK SLOPE 


LEARN TO 
DRIVE! 


Get your driver’s license fast & easy! 


Is the fix in for Flatbush? 



No permits or test required to enroll ! 
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 


Reduce 4 points from driving record. 


Put aside the knee-jerk 
cynicism because the North 
Flatbush Business Improve- 
ment District has hired a 
Manhattan landscape-archi- 
tecture firm to give a facelift 
to the shabby strip between 
Grand Army Plaza and At- 

“We want to make [Flat- 
bush Avenue] look more 
‘small-town main street,’” 
said Sharon Davidson, the 
vice president of the BID, 



The North Flatbush BID wants to fix the gritty 
street by improving areas like this under-used pla- 
za at Eighth Avenue and St. Johns Place. 

grant from the city. The problems with Flat- 

“We want to put in more bush Avenue are legion: not 
seating areas, green spaces, only is it the borough’s main 
trees and plazas.” roadway to Manhattan, but 


its narrow sidewalks, gritty 
stores, subway vents and awk- 
ward, angled intersections 
have foiled urban planners 
for decades. 

Barbara Wilks, the firm’s 
head architect, said it’s too 
early to know what the fix 
will be, but the firm will sub- 
mit its proposals later this 


“It can’t hurt,” said Mar- 
tin Gobbee, who is the man- 
ager at Franny’s, a pizzeria 
between St. Marks and Pros- 
pect places. “It’s sad to see 
all the storefronts shuttered 
up, and Ithink something like 
this would definitely help.” 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


U.S. AUTO SCHOOL 

387 Jay St. • Downtown Brooklyn 

718 - 855-1200 

SSKO] USAutoSchool.com 


Sour ‘Chef’ turns ‘Sweet’? 

Sweet Melissa considers former Busy Chef location 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare S boarding 

/V A 718 222-4900 

^ V» 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 

Hi 


■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 

■ web cams - watcn your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
• individual attention 

■ multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

]2 7 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


It could be a sweet end- 
ing to a sour story. 

The pastry chef behind 
the Sweet Melissa Patis- 
serie mini-chain is consid- 
ering opening in the Henry 
Street storefront where Busy 
Chef Dan Kaufman allegedly 
swindled $25,000 from pa- 
trons’ credit cards, the Brook- 
lyn Heights Blog reported on 
Monday. 

Melissa Murphy, who al- 
ready runs two popular shops 


on Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope and Court Street in Car- 
roll Gardens, told The Brook- 
lyn Paper that she has always 
wanted to open in Brook- 
lyn Heights — even though 
the storefront has a bad his- 

“I love that spot, I love 
Brooklyn Heights, and I think 
that Brooklyn Heights would 
be receptive to us,” said Mur- 
phy, a regular Brooklyn Pa- 
per contributor. 

Murphy, who is still ne- 
gotiating the lease with for- 



WILLIAMSBURG 


Thief preys using Craigslist 


1,000 FOSTCMIIS 

S1RR00 

■ W plus tax 

Full Color 
Full Bleed 
About 16 pt. Cardstock 

All of Our Other 2 Sided 

Great Printing Deals. U V O r M atte 

> Minuteman Press 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Pape 


If a job sounds too good to be true 
— it probably is, according to cops at 
Williamsburg’s 90th Precinct. 

Several North Brooklynites have been 
the repeat victims of an online scam 
that preys on people who are looking 
for a dream job as a “paid shopper,” 
said the precinct’s crime prevention of- 
ficer, Thomas Brown. 

The scheme starts with a Craigslist 
post offering jobs whose main require- 


BAY RIDGE 


ment is that workers shop ’til they drop 
— with the promise that all the pur- 
chases will be reimbursed. 

Of course, what actually happens is 
a bit different. 

The victims shell out hard cash for 
household appliances and clothing — 
and then are compensated with a check 
that is actually larger than the amount 
they spent. 

The victim — who doesn’t know 
he’s a victim yet — is then instructed 
to deposit the check and wire the ex- 
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BBQ GRILLS 


Pre-season 
SALE! 

Save 10% 
on all fiT V 
Weber Grills , $ 




We Appreciate Your Business! 


AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES f 


Two libraries will be shuttered for repairs 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD... 

Eat what you want! 


• This advanced system is FDA 
Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical 
procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical 
months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 

of the Mini Dental Implant. 





I imiiuwoE I Call today for 

*ONLY 5595 your FREE Consultation 

, FOR DENTURE! , 718-833-6895 

461 77th St, Bay Ridge 


l Limited Time Offer l 


www.oraldentalcare.com 


The Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary is closing the book on 
Bay Ridge readers, shutter- 
ing the neighborhood’s sec- 
ond branch library for reno- 
vations even before repairs to 
the first one are finished. 

Even though the Fort Ham- 
ilton branch at the comer of 
Fourth Avenue and 95th 
Street has been closed for re- 
hab since last spring, library 
officials revealed that they 
will also shut the Bay Ridge 
branch at the corner of 73rd 
Street and Ridge Boulevard 
for three and a half weeks of 
repairs — leaving the neigh- 
borhood’s literati without a 
place to score free books. 

The Bay Ridge branch will 
be closed from April 17 until 
May 11 while workers replace 
the existing self-check-out 
machines with new models, 
remove a second-floor circu- 
lation desk, and install a new 
first-floor checkout desk and 
book return slots. 

“These changes will al- 
low us to fully implement 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 



The Bay Ridge branch will close for one month, 
even though renovations have shuttered the 
neighborhood's other branch. 

new model for public ser- The Brooklyn Public Li- 
vice at Bay Ridge which al- brary decided to overlap the 
lows patrons to borrow and $100,000 renovation of the 
return books without staff in- Bay Ridge branch and the 
tervention, and for staff to $3 .6-million rehab of the Fort 
work more closely with pa- Hamilton branch — aproject 
trons,” said library spokes- complicated by the discov- 
woman Malika Granville. ery last month that termites 


Seniors Helping Seniors® 

Reliable, compassionate seniors to help you maintain 
your independence in your home 


• Cleaners Yard Work 

• Overnight Stays 

• Light Housekeeping 
(24 Hr. Care) 


• Companionship 

• Transportation 

• Personal Grooming 

• Small Repair 


• Mobility Assistance 

• Shopping 

• House Maintenance 

• Doctors Appt. 


Need some support? Call Today 

347-689-8589 

Seniors Helping Seniors® is a way to give and to receive® 
At a price you can afford 
605 Hancock Street, Brooklyn, NY 11233 
brooklynseniorcare@yahoo. com • www. seniorshelpingseniors. com 
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^Personal Stationery 

15% off your next stationery order over $150 
or $50 off any order over $300 

© COLIRT 44 Court Street 

'w. CourtStreetGraphics.com 


mer Busy Chef partner Alan 
Young, said she might take 
over the adjommg storefronts 
at the corner of Cranberry 
Street that once housed the 
high-end pizzeria Oven and 
the ice cream shop Blue 
Pig. 

The details have not yet 
been finalized, but it is pos- 
sible that the shop — which 
would be made-over in a 

Sweet Melissa farmhouse 

Melissa Murphy is looking style and could boast a side- 
' bring her sweet treats walk cafe — might open as 
Brooklyn Fleights. early as lune. 


cess cash back to the company. 

Of course, when thecheckbounces, the 
victim is not only out whatever amount he 
sent to the company, but he’s also hold- 
ing the bag on the bounced check fee! 

“If one person gets hooked, these 
guys make their money,” said Brown, 
who claimed that the scam appears on 
Craigslist once or twice per month. 

One recent Division Avenue resident 
lost $3,486 to the scam artists between 
Feb. 21 and March 23, police reports 
indicate. 


longru 

While the Bay Ridge 
branch is closed, a bookmo- 
bile will park in front of the 
library on Tuesdays, from 1 
to 6 pm, and on Thursdays, 
from 11 am to 4 pm. 


HOME COOKIN’? 

One of NY’s best herb & spice 
resources is right here in your 
neighborhood, with dozens of 
hard-to-find, must-have items. 

New England, New Mexican, New Bklyn 
... whatever your menu, you need 
The Urban Spice Source: 

TWO FOR THE POT 


m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 


Get a mailbox 
with benefits 

• A real address, not a P.0. Box 

• Package notification 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• Only $25 per month! 


The UPS Store 



had devoured structural sup- 
ports in the 104-year-old li- 
brary — in order to take ad- 
vantage of state dollars, she 

“While we know it is not 
ideal to close Bay Ridge while 
Fort Hamilton is also closed 
for renovation, we wanted to 
take the opportunity to spend 
New York State capital funds 
for this project before those 
funds expire at the end of this 
fiscal year,” said Granville, 
who urged neighborhood 
readers to turn to branches 
inBoroughPark,SunsetPark, 
and Dyker Heights until the 
work is completed. 

Councilman Vincent Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge) — chair of 
the Council’s Libraries Com- 
mittee — saidthatifBay Ridge 
readers can get through the clo- 
sures, they’ll be pleased with 
the conclusion. 

“It’samaj or inconvenience 
for two neighborhood library 
branches to be closed at the 
same time — the upside, 
though, is that the Bay Ridge 
Library will [be better] at the 
end of this project, which is a 

i for our community in the 


Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business 


• Ample parking on 


Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 



Never Tried Yoga Before? 


Absolute 

Beginner's 

Course 


4 Sundays or 
4 Thursdays. 


Reduce stress. Boost your metabolism. 
Increase your flexibility. Pre-registration required. 


yoga people/Brooklyn Heights 

www.yoga-people.com 718-522-9642 
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Join the thousands of 
New York families who 
are lowering their energy 
costs through NYSERDA's 
Home Performance with 
ENERGY STAR® program. 

Get a complete home 
assessment to show exactly 

where your home is wasting 
energy and where you are 

losing money. Typical 
improvements include: 

• Adding insulation 

• Sealing ducts and 
air leaks 

• Upgrading inefficient or 
old heating equipment 

Financial incentives of 10% 
cash back or low-interest 
financing are available. 

Call toll-free or visit 
our website to find a 
participating BPI contractor. 

There's real help available 
in New York. You just 
need to make the call. 



1-877-NY-SMART 

www.GetEnergySmart.org/9117HP2 





Don’t look down! 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

A perp tricked a man into 
looking down while he pulled 
out a gun on Pierrepont Street 
on March 16. 

The 38-year-old victim 
told cops that he was on the 
block between Clinton Street 
and Cadman Plaza West at 
around 5:40 pm when a man 
yelled out, “Hey, you dropped 
something.” 

The victim looked down 
and found nothing. But when 
he returned to an erect po- 
sition, he discovered a gun 
pointed right at him. 

“Give me the money,” the 
thief said. 

The man handed over 
$460. 

Shabbos mug 

A teenager walking home 
from synagogue on March 6 
was mugged by six men. 

The victim, 13, told cops 
that he was near the comer of 
Remsen and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights at around 5 
pm when a posse of six rolled 
up. 

One of the thugs said, 
“Give me your wallet or I’ll 
beat you up.” 

The teen complied, turn- 
ing over $20. 

Court mug 

Five thugs — all young 
teens — surroundeda 12-year- 
old on Court Street on Feb. 
28, demanding money. 

Police said that the gang of 
three boys and two girls sur- 
rounded its victim at around 
3 pm. 

The boy handed over $10 
and the gang fled from the 
corner of State Street. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

Sickening steal 

A burglar stole $2,800 in 
rent money from a 10th Street 
resident in a March 16 break- 
in that sent the victim to the 
hospital. 

The unfortunate owner re- 
turned to her house, which is 
between Fourth and Fifth ave- 
nues, at 10:50 am andnoticed 
that the money had been sto- 
len from a living room table. 

Later, when police tried 
to interview her, the 18-year 
old victim became so over- 
come by theemotional trauma 
that she fainted and had to be 
taken to nearby New York 
Methodist Hospital. 

Rash of thefts 

Park Slope laptops were 
in high demand last week: 

• Someone walked into 
a Garfield Place house and 
stole $1,400 worth of stuff 
while the family was out to 
lunch on March 13. The res- 
idents returned to the house, 
which is between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, at 2:15 pm to 
find a digital camera, a lap- 
top, and a gold ring missing. 

• Someone smashed 
through the front door of a 
Ninth Street apartment on 
March 18 and stole a laptop 
and an antique gold watch. 
The owner returned to his 
apartment, which is between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West, at 8 pm to find the 
valuables gone. 

• A crook broke into a 
President Street house on 
March 19 and stole a laptop. 
The owner noticed that the 
computer was missing, along 
with its carrying case and an 
extra set of batteries , when she 
returned to her house at 8:35 
pm. Police believe the bur- 
glar entered the house, which 
is between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues, by breaking through 
the rear storage door. 

— Evan Gardner 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Gardens 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Camera men 

Wily crooks burglarized a 
West Ninth Street apartment 
overnight on March 16. 


The 34-year-old resident 
of the duplex between Smith 
and Court streets said he was 
not home from noon until 3: 30 
am the following morning. 

Thieves stole aPentax cam- 
era, wristwatch and credit 

Quick pick 

Burglars struck aPresident 
Street apartment on March 12 
while the woman who lives 
there was gone for just over 

The victim, 35, told po- 
lice she left her apartment, 
between Clinton and Court 
streets, at 5:30 pm for an hour 
and a half. When she came 
home, she said her laptop, 
iPod, digital camera, gold 
necklaces, rings and dia- 
mond earrings were gone. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


90TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Bust ’burg burg 

Cops nabbed a bumbling 
burglar whose attemptedbreak- 
in was broken up her would- 
be victim on March 19. 

The crook got into the Cly- 
mer Street apartment after mid- 
night and was in the act of pil- 
fering the apartment when the 
45-year-old resident returned 
home at around 3:20 am. 

When the thief encountered 
the resident, she dropped all 
of the victim’s valuables and 
dashed out of the apartment, 
which is between Bedford and 
Lee avenues. 

But police canvassed the 
neighborhood and locked up a 
41-year-old woman suspected 
of committing the crime. 

PSP perps 

A gang of hoodlums 
smashed a bottle over a 
17-year-old’s head in a bru- 
tal March 16 mugging for a 
Playstation device. 

The thugs attacked the teen 


as he played the mobile video 
game machine in front of his 
South Third Street home at 
around 9:30 pm, hitting him 
with the bottle and punching 

The assault left the teen cut 
and bruised, and the thieves 
fled from the block, which is 
between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues, with the game de- 
vice. — Ben Muessig 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Art attack 

A graffiti artist left his mark 
on Williamsburg wall — and 
onaNorthBrooklynite’shead 
— when a neighborhood do- 
gooder tried to prevent the 
vandal from scrawling his 
tag on March 16. 

The victim attempted to 
stop the perp from painting 
at the comer Berry and North 
10th streets at around 12:30 
am, so the graffiti writer 
slugged the victim in the head 
with a can of paint, leaving the 
Good Samaritan with a lac- 
eration across his forehead. 

Paper hate 

A student at a Bedford 
Avenue high school proved 
true the adage that the “pen 
is mightier than the sword” 
when he stabbed a classmate 
in the head with one of the 
ink-filled writing utensils on 
March 18. 

Cops locked up a 17-year- 
old suspected of jabbing a 
victim in the head with a dis- 
posable pen at around 10:50 
am at Automotive HS, which 
is between North 12th and 
Lorimer streets. 

— Ben Muessig 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Mugger mugged 


ing mugging on Fulton Street 
on March 19. 

According to the victim, 
34, the suspect asked him 
for some change at 6:15 am. 
The victim — perhaps taunt- 
ing the panhandler or per- 
haps teaching him the value 
of a dollar — held out a $10 
bill and said, “This is work 
money,” implying that he had 
earned it from the sweat of 
his brow. 

Seeing green, the moocher 
grabbed the cash. The younger 
man demanded it back, but 
the thief brandished a crow- 
bar and said, “If you don’t 
leave, I’m going to hit you 
with this.” The victim called 
911 from a nearby phone, and 
an officer was able to track 
the culprit to an apartment 
on Downing Street, where 
he arrested the suspect. 

Need not apply 

An industrious burglar 
claimed he was merely “look- 
ing for work” he encountered 
a startled resident inside her 
Clermont Avenue home on 
March 18. 

The man fled after the 
3 1-year-old woman blocked 
him on the stairway leading 
up from the basement of the 
house, which is between Wil- 
loughby and DeKalb avenues, 
at 2:40 pm. She followed him 
down to the cellar and saw 
that the burglar had damaged 
the door, but apparently had 
not stolen anything. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

Brutal mug 

A group of men and women 
beat and robbed a 43-year- 
old man on Fifth Avenue on 
March 17. 

The43-year-old victim told 
cops that he was at the cor- 
ner of 85th Street at around 
2:15 pm when the suspects 
walked up, grabbed him from 
behind and began punching 
and kicking him. 

The victim fell to the 
ground, and the thugs grabbed 
$60 from his front pocket be- 
fore fleeing toward Fourth 
Avenue. — Emily Lavin 


Police arrested a 46-year- 
old man after an early mom- 


Happy Passover 

From Prospect Park Residence 


We wish you and your family 
a happy and healthy Pesach! 

At Prospect Park Residence, we 
understand the importance of family 
during the holidays and throughout the 
entire year. That is why we provide 
the finest in senior living in a homelike 
setting. From our rooftop garden and 

staff, we’re committed to providing a 
warm and caring environment to our 
family of residents. 

We offer a variety of services 
(including our Essentia® program for 
the memory-impaired) to meet each 
individual’s unique needs in a dignified 

community, delicious kosher meals, 
and full schedule of stimulating daily 
activities will provide plenty of comfort 
and entertainment for your loved one. 
Plus you can take comfort with them 

independence is encouraged, yet help is 
right down the hall. 

To learn more about how Prospect 
Park Residence can meet your 
family’s needs please call or visit our 
website today. 



Call: Desiree McNally 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718.622.8400 


2 

PROSPECT PARK 

RE S I D E N C E 

Quality Senior Living 


www.prospectparkresidence.com 


Dermatology 

Javier Zelaya MD Verna Broughton, PA 
Botox Restylane Juvederm Radiesse 
Peels Microderm Laser hair removal 
surgery for torn earlobe & keloid 
medical services for all skin conditions 



718.832.3313 


pork slope chelsea www.skinworksny.com 
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Get your 
pong on 


Table tennis is big action 
all over a big borough 




Ball buster: Tanairi Clavijo takes part in the latest sports 
Ocean's 8 in Park Slope. 


Cafe,” said Nina Guardione, a waitress. 

The action has been sizzling for about 
three months. 

“We get regulars now,” Guardione 


The passion culminated in a recent 
grudge match between the Water Street 
staff and its counterparts at the River Cafe. 
The Water Street gang allegedly won (and 

See PIN G PONG on page 7 


We paddle up! 


The Brooklyn Paper p||\|G PONG CLASSIC 

1. Mike Weiss 

A A 

2. Tim Cunnane | 

| — -| Weiss, 11-1 

vMP CHAMPION! 

unnane, 11-3 |— — | 

8. Mike McLaughlin 

— Weiss, 11-4 — 

* * 

7. Sarah Portlock | 


Weiss, 11-4 — 1 — Cunnane, 11-4 


3. Vince DiMiceli 

DUMBO 

4. Eric Demby 


March 26 2009 


Kuntzman, 11- 


Demby, 11-2 |— 1 


our exclusive podcast at 


6. Gersh Kuntzman 

www. BrooklynPaper.com. 

5. Ben Muessig 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper ’’ ^ 

T he Brooklyn Paper has caught 
MarchMadness — and given 
the resurgence of Ping Pong, 
there was only one cure: An 
NCAA-style, bracket-enabled, 
three-round grudge match. 

In this corner, The Brooklyn 
Paper’s under-rated table tennis 
teamofMike“Paddles”McLaugh- 
lin, “Kosher” Gersh Kuntzman, 


Vince “Illegal Serve” DiMiceli 
and Ben “Nails” Muessig. 

Opposing us was arag-tag band 
that included Mike Weiss and Tim 
Cunnane of Mikey’s Hook Up, 
Sarah “TheBigBlogger”Pordock, 
and Eric Demby of the Brown- 
stoner Flea, a crafts market (ev- 
ery weekend in DUMBO!). 

The favorite? Weiss, of course. 
He not only plays the game on 
specially installed tables at both 
his DUMBO and Williamsburg 


stores, but his brother played ta- 
ble tennis in the Junior Jewish 
Olympics. 

Round 1 matches 

Weiss vs. McLaughlin: Alas. 
McLaughlin, whose prior experi- 
ence at Ping Pong consisted solely 
of some semi-pro ball in his native 
Mohegan Lake, was the sacrifi- 
cial lamb, falling to Weiss 11-1. 

Demby vs. Muessig: The 
Brooklyn Paper’s junior reporter 
fell to Demby, who obviously 
learned spin during his time as a 
speechwriter for Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz. 

DiMiceli vs. Kuntzman: 
Brooklyn Paper Sefior Editor 


DiMiceli was no match for Kuntz- 
man, who also competed at the Ju- 
nior Jewish Olympics (albeit as a 
circumcision ver if ier). Kuntzman 
graciously allowed DiMiceli to 
use an illegal serve, then trounced 
him 11-2. 

Cunnane vs. Portlock: De- 
spite her 1970s-style World B. 
Free headband, superblogger 
Portlock folded like a cheap 
camping tent, losing 11-3. 

Round 2 matches 

Weiss vs. Kuntzman: This 
was a bit of a grudge match, and 
the PC-loving Kuntzman jumped 
out to an early lead over Mac-man 
Weiss. But Kuntzman collapsed 


in a blizzard of Weiss backspin, 
falling 11-4. 

Cunnane vs. Demby: In the 

closest-fought match of the day, 
Cunnane bested Demby, 1 1-4, on 
a bad unforced error by the Flea 

The championship 

Weiss vs. Cunnane: Perhaps 
it was to be expected — that The 
Brooklyn Paper’sMarch Madness 
Classic would come down to 
two men who spend half their 
workday playing ping-pong. The 
game was close, of course, but 
Weiss won it on a backhand smash 
that was good enough to be in a 
Senior Jewish Olympics! 



■ I .MIL-1 

Home run! 


Alyssa Milano sure knows how to titillate 
male readers. 

Not only will the TV vixen — famous for her 
bust-out roles in “Who’s theBoss” and “Charmed” 
— read from her new book in Bay Ridge on 
March 30, but the ac- 
tress’s tome is about her 
love of baseball. 

Milano, who runs a 
popular blog about the 
national pastime and 
has been romantically 
linked to hurlers Barry 
Zito, Brad Penny and 
Carl Pavano, will share 
passages from “Safe at Home: Confessions of 
a Baseball Fanatic,” which details her lifelong 
love affair with the game (and its players!). 

“Baseball is a mirror to my life, experiences, 
and memories, dating back to my childhood,” 
said the Hollywood star and diehard Dodgers 
fan on her Major League Baseball blog. “The 
result is part memoir and part philosophical 
love letter to the sport that found me when I 



Fittingly enough for Milano — who was born 
in Brooklyn, but left the borough of Kings — 
the introduction to her book is penned by an- 
other Brooklyn ex-pat: former Yankees man- 
ger and current Dodgers honcho Joe Torre. 

Alyssa Milano will read from "Safe at 
Home " at the BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third 
Ave., between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833-51 15] on March 30 at 7 pm. 

— Ben Muessig 


NIGHTLIFE 


Yuri’s night! 

It’s going to be a night of a hundred billion 

On April 4, Yuri’s Night, a global space 
travel blowout, will turn the Galapagos Art 
Space in DUMBO into a Galapagos Space Cen- 
ter in celebration of man’s first foray into the 
cosmos 48 years ago. 

“It’ll have a really 
spacey feel with good 
music and lots of danc- 
ing!” said Liz Kennick, 
a Boerum Hill resident 
who runs the Brooklyn 
chapter of the Space 
Tourism Society, a Cali- 
fornia-based group ded- 
icated to furthering the 
idea of recreational spaceflight. 

The celebration, which honors Soviet cosmo- 
naut Yuri Gagarin’s 1961 flight, and the Space 
Shuttle’s maiden voyage exactly 20 years later, 
is part of a global weeklong party in 35 coun- 
tries on six continents, and will include live 
DJs, a futuristic light show, a costume contest, 
freeze-dried astronaut food, a space trivia con- 
test, a play about the man who discovered dark 
matter, and, best of all, light saber duels. 

Yuri's Night 2009 will be on April 4 at 8 
pm at Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St., be- 
tween Plymouth and Water streets in DUM- 
BO, (718) 222-8500], Vckets are $16 online, 



$25 at the door. 


— Evan Gardner 


MUSIC 


Jazzed up 

The hills of Brooklyn will be alive with the 
sound of music — jazz music — throughout 

The 10 th annual Central Brooklyn Jazz Festi- 
val returns this year with such syncopation lumi- 
naries as Dave Valentin, 
MelbaMoore, Houston 
Person, and world-re- 
nowned drummer Roy 
Haynes (pictured). 

“This year’s festi- 
val offering will be a 
knockout!” said the al- 
ways understated festi- 
val chairman, Jitu Weusi. 

Started in 1999 as a week-long event, the 
now-month-long festival honors Brooklyn’s key 
role in the development of a music form that 
is arguably America’s greatest contribution to 
human creativity. 

The festival is spread across Bed-Stuy and 
Clinton Hill, featuring nightly events in churches, 
restaurants, libraries and auditoria. 

The music fest will also include lectures, 
poetry readings, and art shows, as well as an 
induction ceremony in the Brooklyn Jazz Hall 
of Fame at the Brooklyn Historical Society. 

The Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival, April 
1-30. Tickets are free-$40, depending on the 
show. For info, call (718) 467-1527 or visit www. 
cbjcjazz.org. — Evan Gardner 



CLINTON HILL 
ANIMAL CLINIC 

Announces its new location 
at 476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

(718)623-3999 

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 

CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sun 



You're gonna need 
a bigger car. 



969 Third Avenue 

(at 37 St., across from Costco) 

SUNSET PARK 
718-788-8000 

www.SunsetBeer.com 

Open Mon-Sat / We Deliver 


^seventh ave. 

HRAMING J 



ALWAYS EXTRA TO TAKE HOME 

...the portions are so large 
Broiled Fish Filet 
i . Stuffed w/ Crabmeat 

J served with broccoli florets, 

carrots, and mashed potatoes 

$15.95 


374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 



4408 5th Ave. 
Open 7 days, 


-midnight • [D01 



Happy Passover 

VISIT OUR EXPANDED 

PASSOVER 

SECTION 

We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 
“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 
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CHECK INDIVIDUALGALLERY WEBSITES 
FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO 


PARTICIPATING GALLERIES 


A.I.R. GALLERY 
AMOS ENO GALLERY 
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL 
BROOKLYN ART PROJECT 
DUMBO ARTS CENTER 
FARMANI GALLERY 
GLORIA KENNEDY GALLERY 
HENRY GREGG GALLERY 
KLOMPCHING GALLERY 
KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS 
MELVILLE HOUSE 


POCHRON STUDIOS 
POWERHOUSE ARENA 
RABBITHOLE STUDIO 
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY 
ROBERT WILSON/RW WORK LTD 
SAFE-T-GALLERY 
SMACK MELLON 
SPRING 

UMBRAGE GALLERY 
VII PHOTO 

WATERMILL BROOKLYN GALLERY 


Sponsored 
in part by 




Celebrate Easter 

with us at 

MARCO POLO 

f ^ 9m, 


5:30 - 8:30pm every first Thursday of the month. 


1st THURSDAY 

dumbo gallery wa ik 

Wksz 


Sunday, April 12, 2009 • Featuring $35.95 Prix Fixe Dinner* 


Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015 
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens 


All major credit cards accepted . Free valet parking 


| The Cocktail Lounge below RICE 126Frontst Dumbo Bk ^ ; 
5: Extended Happy Hour until 10pm! 
b 1/2 price on cocktails, wine, & S3 galapagosartspace 
- Tsing Too Beer! 81 Woshington SI., Buy one get one tree happy I 
o Dumbo, Bklyn; 71 8-222-1 Low 1 6 Main St. Dumbo. Bklyn; 1 

For more information, email: 

culture41 1@ twotrees-dumbo.com 


126 Front St. Dumbo, Bklyn; 718-243-9005 Bklyn; 718.797.2322 


Subway Directions: 

F to York St. I A c to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3 to Clark St. 


March 28, 2009 



WHERE TO GO 



NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 





ie Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, Brooklyn NY 





CONTACT |Ei 


gnOinR- 
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PING PONG... 

Continued from page 5 
is now challenging that other DUMBO 
institution, The Brooklyn Paper, in a win- 
ner-take-all duel). 

The competitive spirit overtakes Roy- 
ale, a Park Slope saloon, which hosts a 
double-elimination tournament, often 
with a cash prize, for all comers on the 
first Monday every month. 

“I knew we were getting a following 
when a guy showed up with his own paddle 
— in a case,” said James Bradley, a bar- 
tender who often oversees the games. 

The table is often available for ca- 
sual play, when there are no live shows 
in the bar, several other nights a week, 
“strictly for the love of the game,” said 
Bradley. 

That love has sparked on ongoing 
schism within the Ping Pong commu- 
nity over whether game should even be 
called “Ping Pong.” Some people, like 
Violante at Ocean’s 8, say that only “ta- 
ble tennis” is acceptable. 

“I have no feeling about it whatsoever,” 
said Mikey Weiss, an ardent player who 
ownsMikey’sHookUp,aMac store with 
a Ping Pong table in both its DUMBO 
and Williamsburg branches. “It’s like 
saying ‘soccer’ or ‘football.’ ” 

In fact. Ping Pong is a copyrighted 
brand name like Xerox or Kleenex — in 
this case, owned by Parker Brothers since 
the turn of the 20th century. The proud 
tradition of the sport stretches back to 
the rarefied airs of upper class Britons 
in the 1880s, but eventually became a 
prime example of Americana. 

Weiss said he learned to handle a pad- 
dle — which he does really, really well 
(see sidebar) at family gatherings. 

“I learned to play in the backyard,” 
said Weiss, whose brother played table 
tennis in the Junior Jewish Olympics. 

Another devoted player said his com- 
mitment to the game was fortified at a 
young age. 

“It was definitely something I grew up 
with in southeastern Ohio,” said Michael 
Masse, who works in Fast Ashley’s photo 
studio in Williamsburg, which has hosted 
table tennis tournaments in years past. 

Aronov, the seasoned Soviet server, 
explained the universal appeal of table 
tennis, what some people say is truly 
the Beautiful Game. 

“It’s exciting and very good exercise,” 
he said. “You can play 365 days a year 
without any injuries.” 



Players’ Player 

New Slope theater director speaks! 


Brooklyn's premier Off-Off- 
Broadway theater company, 
the Gallery Players, has a new 
executive director. Just because there's a shakeup 
at the top of the Park Slope ensemble, don't expect 
a revolution on stage. Neal Freeman, who took over 
quietly in January, is aiming for a seamless transi- 
tion into his reign that upholds the troupe's repu- 
tation as "the best Off-Off-Broadway," according 


to legends Jerry Stiller and 
Anne Meara. Freeman, who 
has many directing credits un- 
der his belt, will focus more on the business side 
of showbiz and says one of his top priorities is to 
improve the bottom line. Bottom line? He spoke 
to Brooklyn Paper theater critic Mike "The Butcher 
of Flatbush Avenue Extension" McLaughlin about 
what's happening on- and off-stage. 


CHECKIN' IN WITH... 


Mike McLaughlin: Do you think 
of the Gallery Players as Off- 
Off-Broadway or On-On-Fourth 
Avenue? 

Neal Freeman: Hike to think thatwe’re 
both. We’re proud to be part of the Off- 
Off-Broadway tradition that goes back 
farther than the Gallery Players, but 
not by much. And we love being part 
of Park Slope. 

MM: Now that you're in control, 
are there any plays you're dying 


to produce? 

NF: For myself as an artist, there are 
plays I’d like to see us do. But when 
planning a season, and with our tra- 
dition, we balance the things our sub- 
scribers would like to see, things we 
think we can do well and also things 
we can get the rights to. Let’s not over- 
look that just getting the rights can 
be tough. In Cleveland [a Rust Belt 
city in Ohio], we could probably get 
the plays we want, because no one 
would worry that there’s a Broadway 


production coming. Often the rights 
companies don’t want to talk to you 
so far ahead, which makes it hard to 
plan a season. 

MM: What sets the Gallery Play- 
ers apart from other companies 
of comparable size? 

NF: There are other Off-Off-Broadway 
companies that produce in their own 
space, but most companies tend to be 
itinerant and do one or two productions 
a season. [The Gallery Players have a 



permanent home on 14th Street in Park 
Slope] We do the Broadway in aBrook- 
lyn tradition. Often as part of our sea- 
son, acouple of shows ayear are some- 
thing that played in New York in the 
last five or 10 years and we think de- 


serve another shot, or didn’t get enough 
traction or that it’s time to come back. 
Like “The Who’s Tommy.” We think 
it’s a show that people want to see and 
we’re fortuante can do an ambitious mu- 
sical like “Tommy” following an Amer- 
ican classic like “Bus Stop” [which The 
Brooklyn Paper called a rare misstep for 
the troupe] and not feel like we’re tak- 
ing a big risk. 

MM: Do you want to make any 
artistic changes? 

NF: Artistically, no. Heather [Curran, 
the company’s artistic director] has a 
great vision. We think it’s working for 
us and we’re gong to continue it. 

MM: Should ticket-holders bring 
their own earplugs for your ver- 
sion of The Who's seminal rock 
opera "Tommy"? 

NF: I hope not. We are playing a lot 
with the sound and the amplification 
of things. We’re obviously aware that 
we’re in a small theater, but the rock 
and roll nature of the show will re- 
quire us to be clever. 

MM: Will the cast at least de- 
stroy the set after each show in 
homage to the legendary band? 
NF: That would be expensive. I’m go- 
ing to say no to that one. 

MM: Good answer, because it 
always seemed gimmicky when 
Pete Townshend and the rest of 
the band did it. 



Norse code 


One of the few reminders of the by- 
gone days of Norwegian hegemony in 
Bay Ridge — the annual Miss Nor- 
way of Greater New York pageant — 
returns on April 4. 

Participation in the 55 -year-old cel- 
ebration of Nordic heritage (and, let’s 
face it, the celebrated Nordic physique, 
too) has fallen dramatically, but a ded- 
icated band of Scandinavian descen- 
dants promises that the springtime re- 
turn of the pageant is as certain as a 
good pillaging by Vikings in the Mid- 
dle Ages. 

“We expect to have about 10 con- 
testants this year,” down from 15 last 
year, said Beverley Skaar, a member 
of the Miss Norway events commit- 
tee. (Last year’s winner, Sarah Lind- 
land, is pictured.) 


“Most of the participants are not 
from Bay Ridge, but very often their 
parents lived there at some point.” 
Those family ties were strongest in 
the 1960s and earlier, when Bay Ridge 
had huge Scandinavian populations. 
The neighborhood is still a Little Oslo, 
well a Very Little Oslo at least. 

“We were pretty much the dominant 
ethnic group,” said Arlene Rutelo nee 
Bakke, who co-owns Third Avenue’s 
legendary Nordic Delicacies with her 
mother. 

“You would walk along Eighth Av- 
enue and it was all Norwegian. The 
younger generation doesn’t have any 
memories of that.” 

Unlike the Miss America competi- 
tion, which is sometimes criticized for 
the bathing suit competition, the Miss 


Norway contest has only two question- 
and-answer rounds . The poise and el- 
egance of the entrants, aged 17-24, is 
a factor, but unlike other beauty con- 
tests, contestants are not required to 
flash their flesh all over the Norwegian 
Christian Home and Health Center, 
though they are dressed elegantly. 

“It’s a very simple event with two 
rounds of appearances on the stage,” 
Skaar explained. “The judges look for 
their interest in Norway, their enthu- 
siasm about their Norwegian heritage 
and their prospects for the future.” 

Miss Norway of Greater New York 
at the Norwegian Christian Home 
[1250 67th St. between 12th and 13th 
avenues in Dyker Heights, (917) 656- 
1552], April 4, 2 pm. 

— Mike McLaughlin 
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REGISTERED NURSES 
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS 
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES 


Your husband is ready 
to leave the hospital. 

The tubes in his chest 
are coming with him. 

Now what? 

Your husband will need help getting around, bathing and taking 
care of his wounds. Post-surgical care from the Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York will make the transition home a lot easier. 
With comprehensive services to help the recovery process, the 
Visiting Nurse Service of New York is the right care now. 

Services usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers. 
Ask your doctor about VNSNY or call 1-888-VNS-1-CALL. 

VNSNY.ORG/ANSWERS 
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Marisa Mastropietro, 


Sometimes the hardest things to talk about 
are the easiest to treat 


M.D., Chief of 
Urogynecology 


Millions of women suffer quietly from urinary incontinence, 
or loss of bladder control. Through our Woman’s Health 
Program, we offer multiple treatments for this common 
problem along with many specialized services that focus on 
the health needs of women of all ages. 

To find the doctor that’s best for you, call 

718-499-CARE or visit nym.org. 


THE FINEST PHYSICIANS... 
THE FINEST HEALTH CARE. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 6 
Academy ot Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 
ART OPENING: "Surface: 
Contemporary Artists In- 


Seventh St. between Sec- 
ond and Third avenues, 
third floor in Gowanus, (718) 
858-9069], www.brookly- 

BENEFIT DINNER AND 
DANCE: Party in support 
of MS 51. $50 ($45 in ad- 

^GarfieldP^at Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope], 
www.ms51 .org. 

ART OPENING: Scott Groeni- 
ger's digital collages. Free. 
7 pm. Open Source Gallery 
[255 17th St. between Fifth 

Slope, (646) 279-3960], 
open-source-gallery.org. 
ART OPENING: The Brush- 


Street Salon [502 Ni 
St. between Seventl 
Eighth avenues in Pi 
Slope], brushmeiste 


of bird spotting in Prospect 
Park. Free. 7:30 am-noon. 
Bartel Pritchard Square 
[Prospect Park West and 


of bank building [Atlantic 
Avenue and Court Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718)941-3160], 
www.brooklynrail.net. 

TOUR RED HOOK: Francis 
Morrone leads tour of the 
changing neighborhood. 
$13 ($8 students and se- 
niors). 2 pm. Meet at Co- 
lumbia and Carroll streets, 
(718) 788-8500 ext. 217, 


urday, March 28. 

THEATER, "BUS STOP": 3 pm. 

See Saturday, March 28. 
MUSIC, "ALL THAT JAZZ" 
CONCERT: Regina Opera 
presents Broadway 

Hal?[1230 65th St. 'at 
pi8™32-3555L™w. htS ' 

BELLA VOCE SINGERS: 3 pm. 

See Saturday, March 28. 
CLASSICAL CONCERT: 3 pm. 

See Saturday, March 28. 
STREB DANCE: 3 pm. See Sat- 

MUSIC, "ORPHEUS AND 
EURYDICE": 3:30 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

THEATER, "THE HEAVENS 




CATCH 

ONLINE AT 

ar.com 

www. Brooklyn Pa pi 



diverse neighborhood. $13 
($8 students and seniors). 1 
pm. Meet at Fulton Street 
and Greene Avenue, (718) 
788-8500 ext. 217, www. 
thecue.org. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

PERFORMANCE 

JAZZ WITH THE RANDY 
WESTON TRIO: Part of the 
Central Brooklyn Jazz Festi- 
val. Free. 1-5 pm. Gershwin 
Theater at Brooklyn Col- 
lege [2900 Bedford Ave. at 
Avenue H in Flatbush, (718) 
951-5655], www.bcisam.org. 

"REB DANCE: I _ 

See Saturday, M 

MASTER CLASS WITH GUI- 
TAR VIRTUOSO HOWARD 
ALDEN: $10. 5:30 pm. 
Belarusian Church [401 At- 
Bond Street in 


Hill], w\ 


s). 6:30 p 


40{|l0stu- 
n. Brooklyn 
■m [S. Elliot 




Http:// 


Strum thing else: Danny 
Schmidt will play the 
always-excellent Jalopy theater, "times 365:24:7' 
Tuesday, March 31 8 Dm ' See Saturdav ' Mard 

BrooklynPape 


m Dekalb and 
iJ718) 569-1896], 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 

$47.50-$62.50. 8 Dm. See 
Saturday, M 

R, "Til 

See Saturday, M, 


SALES AND MARKETS 

WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 

See Saturday, March 28. 
FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 


isonhurst, (718) 236- 


636-4100],' 

READING, MONICA FERRELL: 

Author of "Beasts for the 
Chase." Free. 7 pm. Freebird 
Books [123 Columbia St. at 
Kane Street in Columbia 
Street Waterfront, (718) 643- 
8484], www.freebirdbooks. 

FILM, "DESCENT — THREE 
STORIES OF FAMILY": 

Three short films explore 
family relationships. $5 


FILM, "ORTHODOX 
STANCE": $5. 7 | 
gregatic 


5. 7 pm. Con- 
lai Avraham 


oklyn Heights, (3 
840 ext. 115], w\ 


TALK, INTERFAITH RELI- 
GIOUS DIALOGUE: Rev. 
Anthony Trufant, Rabbi 
Joseph Potasnik and Iman 
TalibAbdur-Rashid speak 
about poverty in Brooklyn. 

arm Med gar Evers'college/ 
CUNY [1650 Bedford Ave. 
at Crown Street, (718) 270- 
5057]. 

FORECLOSURE IN COM- 
MUNITIES OF COLOR: 


State St. between Court 
Street and Boerum Place 
Downtown Brooklyn], w\ 

FILM, "LOVE ONE AN- 
OTHER": Live piano acc< 
paniment by Donald Sos 

emy oFmusIc°[ 30 Laf^ y 
Ave. near St. Felix Stre 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636- 
4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, ALYSSA MILANO: 




7 pm. BookMark Shoppe 
[841 5 Third Ave. at 84th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115], www.bookmark- 


THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 


in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 

ART OPENING: New° work 
by Nancy Lunsford. Free. 

6 pm. 440 Gallery [440 
Sixth Ave. between Ninth 

Slope, (718)499-3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 
READING, GERMAINE 
GREER: Feminist writer. 
Includes complete dinner. 
$50. 6:30 pm. BAM Cafe [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-4100], www.bam.org. 
BOOK RELEASE PARTY: 
Alison Lowenstein's "City 
Weekends: The Greatest 
Escapes and Weekend 
Getaways In and Around 
New York City." Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 


THEATER, "PUPPET KAFKA": 


more. $20 ($10 in advance). 
7 pm. Galapagos Art Space 
[16 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (71 8) 222-8500], 


ORCHESTRA OF ST. LUKE'S: 

Music from young compos- 
ers at the Brooklyn High 


[Grand Army Plaza at East- 
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
$10-$18. 8 pm. See Satur- 


JUJU JAZZ AND SPOKEN 
WORD: Part of the Central 
Brooklyn Jazz Festival. 

Free. 6:30 pm. Biko Trans- 
formation Center [1474 
Bushwick Ave. between Pill- 

Bushwick, (917) 648-8395], 

STREB DANCE: 7 pm. See Sat- 
urday, March 28. 

ART OPENING: "Interface: 

Free. r 7pm 9 N°URTUREart 
Gallery [910 Grand St. be- 




FILM, "VAMPYR": $11. 6:50 
pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, JENNIFER EPSTEIN 
AND JOANNA HERSHON: 
Authors of "The Painter from 
Shanghai" and "The German 
Bride." Free. 7 pm. Book- 
Court [163 Court St. between 


FILM, "BLACK GOLD": Docu- 
mentary about the coffee 
trade. Free. 7:30 pm. Park 
Slope United Methodist 
Church [410 Sixth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3093], www.black- 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 

$47.50-$62.50. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 
THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 

8 pm. See Saturday, March 


/w.bookcourt.org. 
CHRISTIAN ART HISTORY 
LECTURE: Artist Henry 
Artis speaks of Caravaggio. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel [275 N. Eighth 

WilLmsbtira^718) 384-'° 
0223]. 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 

$37.50-$52.50. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 


COMMUNITY DAY JAZZ 
CONCERT: Part of the Cen- 
tral Brooklyn Jazz Festival. 
Free. 6 pm. Sugarhill Sup- 
per Club [609 DeKalb Ave. 

ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 569- 


CLASSICAL CONCERT: As 


BROOKLYN BRIDGE HISTORY: 

Sponsored by the Society of 
Old Brooklynites. Free. 6:30 


ing, third floor [360 Adams 


Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 

DEL REYWITH CRAIG 9 
FLORY: $15 ($6 children). 

8 pm. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 768- 
2972], www.bsec.org. 

DANCE, LEANNE SCHMIDT 
AND COMPANY: 8 pm. 

See Thursday, April 2. 

DANCE, THE UPSTART 
FESTIVAL: Work by new 
choreographers. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

DANCE, SUSPENDED 
CIRQUE: Aerial and acro- 
batic group presents "Across 
the Water." $15. 9 pm. Gala- 
pagos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala- 
pagosartspace.com. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

OPENING DAY CLEAN-UP: 

Join volunteers to spruce 
up Prospect Park. Free. 

10 am-2 pm. Tennis House 
[Enter park at Ninth Street 


HEIGHTS: $15 ($12 students 
and seniors). 1 pm. City Hall 
Park [Southeast corner of 
Broadway and Chambers 
Street, Manhattan in Brook- 
lyn Heights, (718) 499-3001], 

OLGA BLOOM'S 90TH 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION: 

Performanes by the Shang- 
hai String Quartet, the St. 
Petersburg String Quartet, 
FLUX Quartet, TaKT Quar- 
tet and Olga Bloom. $90. 
6-1 0_pm. Br : - r,_ 1 


BIRDWATCHING: Free. Noon. 

See Saturday, March 28. 
TOUR FORT GREENE: Beverly 


MUSIC, SARA BOUCHARD: 

Singer performs from her 
"Songs of Lewis 8c Clark" 
album. Free. 8 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [255 17th 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (646) 
279-3960], open-source- 
gallery.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Aspen 
Ensemble presents works 
by Haydn, Beethoven, Sch- 


($35 se 


>rs, $20 sti 


■n. Bargemusic [Fulton 
l-erry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street atthe East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 

JAZZ WITH GENTILE/RO- 
MANO DUO AND THE 
ANAT COHEN/HOWARD 
ALDEN QUARTET: $10. 8 
pm. Belarusian Church [401 


JAZZ WITH SONNY FOR- 
TUNE QUARTET: $15-$25. 

8 pm. Brooklyn Conserva- 
tory of Music [58 Seventh 

Lincoln places in Park Slope, 
(718) 622-3300], www. 
bqcm.org. 

LEANNE SCHMIDT AND 


ists Gym [168 Seventh ^jt. ^ 

anus! J (7 S 18T858-9069L www. 
brooklynartistsgym.com. 
DANCE, THE UPSTART FES- 
TIVAL: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 3. 

MUSIC, TROMBONE FESTI- 
VAL: Ryan Snow's "Pull" (8 

Surgeons (9 pm), and Mat- 


Duo (10 pm). $1 
IBeam Music Si 


anus], ibeambrooklyn.com. 

OTHER 

TALK, "HOW COMIC BOOKS 
ACTUALLY SAVED THE 
DAY": Free. 1 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Cen- 
ter [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Parkin Fort Greene, (718) 
723-3218]. 

MISS NORWAY OF GREATER 
NEW YORK: The an- 
nual pageant and cultural 
celebration! $39. 2 pm. 

[1250 6?thSt. between°12th 
and 13th avenues in Dyker 
Heights, (917) 656-1552]. 

READING, LUCETTE LAG- 
NADO: Author of "The 
Man in the White Sharkskin 
Suit: A Jewish Family's Exo- 


Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch [Grand 

wayin Park Slop*!, tflV^ 
230-2100]. 

DANCE PARTY: Fundraiser for 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

TOUR THE BROOKLYN NAVY 
YARD: Bus tour sponsored 
by the Center for the Urban 
Environment. Registration 
required. $30. 1 pm. Meet 
at corner of York and Jay 
Streets, (718) 788-8500 ext. 
217, www.thecue.org. 

PERFORMANCE 

STREB DANCE: 3 pm. See Sat- 
urday, March 28. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Dvorak and Brahms. $40 
($35 seniors, $20 students). 
3 pm. Barqemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 


THEATER, "THE ILIAD": Aq- 

updated version of Homer's 

Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Park- 
way in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

DANCE, THE UPSTART FESTI- 
VAL: See Friday, April 3. 
THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 

$47.50-$62.50. 7 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

OTHER 


GUILD": $5. 7 pm. Con 
^RemsenSt 


the East Ri\ 
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BROOKLYN POLITICS 


THE SMOKE-FILLED ROOM 


DiBrienza to city: Investigate me! 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Embattled former council- 
man Steve DiBrienza asked 
the city to release informa- 
tion about his neighborhood 
non-profit group in the wake 
of reports in The Brooklyn 
Paper and the New York Post 
about the group’s alleged mis- 
use of taxpayer money. 


Critics of DiBrienza, who 
is one of seven candidates for 
his old Council seat, mocked 
the former lawmaker’s sudden 
call for the city to reveal the 
finances of his own group. 

One of those candidates, 
Josh Skaller, called for an in- 
vestigation a week earlier, of- 
ficially requesting “copies of 
all contracts , audits , program 


evaluations and correspon- 
dence” between DiBrien- 
za’s Neighborhood Assis- 
tance Corporation and the 
Department of Youth and 
Community Development, 
which funneled cash to the 
group. 

DiBrienza’s call for the 
city to “release all of its in- 
formation on NAC’s admin- 


Secular healing! 


Club moves its 
political forum to 
secular venue 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Talk about separating church from 

Just two days after The Brooklyn Paper re- 
ported last week that City Council candidate 
Isaac Abraham would not attend a political 
meeting in a church basement because of his 
religious views, the group behind the forum has 
found a new — entirely secular — venue. 

The Central Brooklyn Independent Dem- 
ocrats had planned to hold its April 23 en- 
dorsement meeting in the cellar of the Park 
Slope United Methodist Church, but Abra- 
ham — an Orthodox Jew and longtime ac- 
tivist in Williamsburg’s Satmar community 
who is vying to succeed Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Wdliamsbutg) — said thathis faith 
barred him from entering the building. 

“I asked my rabbi and [he said] it was bet- 
ter that I not go,” Abraham told The Brook- 
lyn Paper earlier this week. 

Abraham was criticized by club President 
Lucy Koteen, who suggested that Abraham 


could not represent a secular community if 
he “has so many restrictions on his life.” 
“When you are on City Council, you have 
to go to funerals — if someone gets shot, 
are you not going to go because it’s a Cath- 
olic church?” Koteen asked. 

But in the ensuing controversy, Koteen’s 
group found a new location for the forum, 
which will test the six candidates fighting to 
win the 33td Council District that covers Brook- 
lyn Heights, Greenpoint and parts of Williams- 
burg, Boerum Hill, and Park Slope. 

“We respect the diverse populations and 
we want to hear from all candidates,” Koteen 
said on Friday. “We respect anybody who puts 
themselves out to there to run as a public ser- 
vant, and we want to hear from all voices.” 
The endorsement meeting will take place 
at an Eighth Street venue — fittingly named 
Camp Friendship — that is down theblockfrom 
the Park Slope United Methodist Church. 

For his part, Abraham said that he is ea- 
ger to show Brownstone Brooklyn his po- 
litical views next month. 

“I will attend and make my position and 
platform clear to the people,” he said.Camp 
Friendship — that is down the block from 
the Park Slope United Methodist Church. 

For his part, Abraham said that he is ea- 
ger to show Brownstone Brooklyn his po- 
litical views next month. 

“I will attend and make my position and 
platform clear to the people,” he said. 


Park Slope should 
go both ways 



Locals: Make 
Eighth Ave 
and Pros Park 
West two-way 

By Dustin Seplow 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The people have spoken 
— and they want two-way 
streets to fix the mess of Grand 
Army Plaza and the dangerous 
“speedways” ofEighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West. 

A community survey re- 
leased this month by the Park 
Slope Civic Council shows 
that the neighborhood be- 
lieves that converting those 
currently one-way highways 
into two-way local streets 
would not only increase pe- 
destrian and cyclist safety, 
but solve the traffic snarl on 
Union Street, between Eighth 
Avenue and Prospect Park. 

The danger stems from 
cars exiting off the Prospect 
Expressway and barreling up 
Eighth Avenue — a shortcut 
to Flatbush Avenue and the 
Manhattan Bridge beyond. 
Several participants in the 
survey called the one-way 
avenue a speedway and said 
that crossing it is like putting 
your life into your hands. 

Some attempts have been 
made in the past to alleviate 
the problem, but some Slopers 
say it has been too little. 

“The Department of Trans- 
portation has added traffic 
signals and has worked on 
signal timing to make condi- 


tions on these avenues safer,” 
said Michael Cairl, chair of 
the Civic Council’s Livable 
Streets Committee, which led 
a neighborhood-wide work- 
shop in February. 

“But the consensus is that 
much more needs to be done,” 
Cairl said. 

The two-way “solution” 
has been a major part of 
many redesign plans for 
Grand Army Plaza, includ- 
ing several finalists in last 
year’s Design Trust for Pub- 
lic Spaces competition. 

“We’re convinced that re- 


storing two-way traffic flow 
to Eighth Avenue and Pros- 
pect Park West is the best way 
to . . . make these streets safer 
for all users,” said Eric Mc- 
Clure of Park Slope Neigh- 

The conversions were not 
the only suggestions made. 
Other participants want to 
close off Union Street com- 
pletely in order to reunite 
Grand Army Plaza with the 
rest of Prospect Park, another 
idea popular from the “Rein- 
venting Grand Army Plaza” 
competition. 



Read DiBrienza's side at 

BrooklynPaper.com 


istration of grants,” which 

The Brooklyn Paper and 
other news outlets, came 
four days later. 

The agency has not com- 

But aside from his pre- 
pared statement, DiBrienza 
has ducked calls from The 
Brooklyn Paper to further dis- 
cuss his calls for transparency 
about his organization and 
his candidacy for Council. 
He had said last week that he 
would talk to The Paper if it 
published his lengthy defense 
of his agency — which ran 
on this newspaper’s award- 
winning Web site all week. 

But DiBrienza reneged. 

Instead, The Brooklyn Pa- 
per was the subject of a less- 
than-convmcmg orchestrated 
letter-writing campaign to 
stem the questions about the 
work of Neighborhood As- 
sistance Corporation, such 
as its role as an intake cen- 
ter for people applying for 
discounted utilities. 



Steve DiBrienza 


“NAC is a satellite office 
forNational Grid’s Neighbor- 
hood Heating Fund program 
andConEdison’sEnergy Share 
program,” wrote Julia Ross of 
Windsor Terrace. “Every year, 
the staff at NAC helps many 
arearesidents, like myself, ob- 
tain our energy grants, helping 
to relieve some of the financial 
stress our families face. Your 
story got it completely wrong. 
NAC provides a valuable ser- 
vice to our community.” 

In fact, NAC provided this 
valuable service to just 15 
people in 2008, according 
to HeartShare Human Ser- 
vices, which process the pa- 


perwork people fill out in 
NAC’s office. 

Other letter writers from 
youth sports leagues also said 
that NAC funded them. 

“I strongly disagree with 
your one-sided article,” said 
Ray Goffio, a Windsor Ter- 
race resident. “Post-9-11, 1 
ran a stickball league, spon- 
sored by NAC, giving the kids 
valuable lessons in sports- 
manship, teamwork and com- 
munity.” 

Goffio told The Brooklyn 
Paper that he ran the infor- 
mal program for two sum- 
mers with about $1 ,200 each 
year from NAC. That money 
funded the six-week camp, 
which attracted 75 kids. 

Meanwhile, staff salaries 
and benefits dwarfed those 
program expenditures and 
consumed between 73 per- 
cent and 76 percent of the 
budget those years. Since 
2002, the group has collected 
$1.19 million from the city 
for youth sports and to or- 
ganize anti-graffiti drives. 

In the wake of the City 
Council’s “slush fund” scan- 
dal last year, the names of 
councilmembers who steer 
money to non-profit groups 
are now identified. Coun- 
cilman David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights) requested 


that $15,000 be steered to 
DiBrienza’s group in 2007. 

That grant came one year 
after DiBrienza endorsed 
Yassky in his failed con- 
gressional bid. Before that, 
an unidentified councilmem- 
ber steered $40,000 to the 
neighborhood group. 


repeated calls. 

That gave Skaller’s camp 
the last word: 

“Josh hopes that Mr. Di- 
Brienza will also disclose the 
source of $40,000 in Council 
funds that were awarded to 
NAC in 2006 so that there is 
a full accounting to the pub- 
lic of all taxpayer dollars.” 


Duke Agency, Inc 

Insurance • Income Tax 


Alex Doukhowetzky 

BROKER 


763 Leonard Street, Brooklyn, NY 11222 

( 718 ) 383-2463 
( 718 ) 389-1584 
( 718 ) 536-4477 

AlexDuke@earthlink.net 
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BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION 

WIN $15,000 TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 

Two Runners-up Each Receive $5,000 


2009 ORIENTATION DATES: 

Tuesday, March 31, 6 - 7:30 pm, Business Library 
Monday, April 6, 6 - 7:30 pm, Bushwick Library 
Tuesday, April 14, 6 - 7:30 pm, Business Library 


Thursday, April 23, 9 - 10:30 am, Business Library 
Monday, April 27, 6 - 7:30 pm, Midwood Library 
Tuesday, April 28, 6 - 7:30 pm, Business Library 


To learn more, visitwww.biz.brooklynpubliclibrary.org, or call 718.623.7000 and select option 4. 

Citi Foundation 

This competition is brought to you by 
■ 4- ■ * Brooklyn Public Library’s Business Librai 

WWW.brOOklynpubliclibrary.org V*l LI Success Council and Citi Foundation. 


1UP 


Religious 

Services 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 



PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 


8th Avenue at 14th St. 



Adult Ed Hebrew School 
Conservation Synagogue 


768-1453 


St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 th and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 m.stime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 


120.08 of the New 
Penal Law makes 
assault on a 


a FELONY 
punishable by up to 15 years 
imorisonment. 


is Law Will Be Strictly 
Enforced In Brooklyn 


Raymond Kelly 

Charles J, Hynes 

lames Huntley 

Mark Rosenthal 

CemnUstfontr 

Dljtfkl Attorney 

president 

President 

New York City 

Kings County 

NYC Local t112 

DC 37 Local M3 

Pfillti Department 

N*wYorkCUy 

TralTu & Sanitation 
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OUR OPINION 


Let’s build a real park 


S tate Sen. Daniel Squadron’s pro- 
posal for maintaining open space 
in the Brooklyn Bridge Park de- 
velopment reminds us again why the 
state’s current financing scheme for the 
park is so flawed. 

Squadron’s legislation calls for an as- 
yet-unstated portion of property taxes on 
any newly rezoned lots within .4 miles 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park to be siphoned 
off to pay for the $16-million mainte- 
nance budget for the open space por- 
tion of the 1.3-mile-long development. 

In doing so, he seeks what this news- 
paper has long championed: the elim- 
inatation of one of the most loathsome 
elements of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
development: luxury housing inside the 
footprint of the 85-acre project. 

The proposal would not — at least 
not yet — raise or change taxes on ex- 
isting properties in the .4-mile zone. It 
would only affect land that is rezoned 
from manufacturing to residential — 
a move that typically yields a huge 
windfall for developers. 


LETTERS 


If Mayor Bloomberg and 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
really want a park, they 
should build a park, not a 
waterfront development. 


Squadron is correct in arguing that 
normal property taxes — not the 1,200 
luxury units slated to be included in- 
side the park itself — should be the 
financing mechanism for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. 

But Squadron’s plan has one central 
flaw: the notion that a dedicated rev- 
enue stream needs to be created to pay 
for the park. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
like every other public park in the city, 
does not need to be self-sustaining. 

If Squadron is correct, and residen- 
tial rezonings in and around boom- 
ing DUMBO do indeed generate 
nifty property taxes, all of that money 
should go, as property taxes currently 


go, to City Hall, where priorities for 
city wide spending are hashed out as 
part of the normal budget process. 
Our elected officials would then have 
to advocate for our park, just as elect- 
eds from other parts of the city will 
champion their districts’ needs. 

Squadron’s proposal comes at a 
critical moment for Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. 

Mayor Bloomberg has said that he 
wants the city to take over the project 
— though Hizzoner has not clarified 
the most important detail: would his 
“Brooklyn Bridge Park” continue 
the failed financing scheme that puts 
housing and retail inside the devel- 
opment or would the city run Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park as a real park? 

If Bloomberg and Squadron truly 
want a city park along the gorgeous 
Brooklyn waterfront, they will do 
what city park-builders have done for 
years: build a park and maintain it by 
allocating city budget money to do so. 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


March 28, 2009 




Hey Brooklyn Paper! YOU gotta be kidding! 


To the editor, 

I am a regular reader of The Brook- 
lyn Paper, so I certainly understand and 
appreciate Editor Gersh Kuntzman’s 
sense of humor, but the headline on 
the article about Isaac Abraham (“Jew 
gotta be kidding! Isaac skips church fo- 
rum,” March 21) went way too far. 

This is not a Right or Left issue, but 
that headline is flat out racist against 
Jews, of which Kuntzman is one. It’s 
not a funny headline. It’s smelly. 

At this time, when there is so much 
bad stuff going on in the world, head- 
lines like that don’t help. 

Ihave always appreciated Gersh Kuntz- 
man’s friendship, and The Brooklyn Pa- 


per’s support of my musical ventures, but 
this time, The Paper went way over the 
line. Danny Kalb, Park Slope 

The pong show 

To the editor, 

Great idea about the ping pong tour- 
nament — NOT! (“The Brooklyn Pa- 
per’s March Madness Ping Pong Clas- 
sic!,” online, March 20). 

Two weeks ago. River Cafe challenged 
Water Street Restaurant to a ping pong 
tournament. It lasted for two days into 
the wee hours of the morning, and Wa- 
ter Street was triumphant. Afterwards, I 
called your paper and challenged you and 


your inborn co-workers to take us on. 

Now I see you are doing your own 
thing, despite our generous offer of our 
venue and table. 

OK, that’s fine. But once you have 
completed your games, we at Water 
Street Restaurant challenge you to a 
winner-take-all contest. 

Put that in your smoke and pipe it. 

I will even provide a hamburger as 
we discuss the particulars. I await your 
cal. Jeffrey Rodman, DUMBO 
The writer is owner of the Water 
Street Restaurant & Lounge. 
Editor’s note: When challenged so boldly, 
The Brooklyn Paper’s policy has been to pub- 
lish a three -word response: Bring it on. But 


Buying a home? 
Give us a call. 


The State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) can help 
you become a first-time homebuyer. SONYMA mortgages offer: 

• 30- or 40-year fixed interest rates that are typically below 
market; 

• Financing up to 97%; 

• Flexible underwriting guidelines; 

• Closing cost assistance (up to higher of $3,000 or 3% of the 
loan amount); 

• No points; 

• No financing add ons. 


For more information, call 

1-800-382-HOME ( 4663 ) 

or visit www.nyhomes.org 



THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME 


Eligible for Medicare? 

Don’t understand the 
benefits available to you? 

We can help! 


To learn more about Original Medicare or a Medicare private health 
plan (like an HMO or a PPO), including prescription drug coverage, 
please contact the Health Insurance Information Counseling Assistance 
Program (HIICAP). 

Our experienced Health Insurance counselors are available to assist 
all people and their caregivers with Medicare. 

Our services are free of charge and we don’t sell anything. 

For more information, call the Walk-In Center at 
212-341-3978 or Call 311 and ask for “HIICAP.” 

Informacion Disponible en Espanol - Llame al 31 1 


DIAL 

311 


HIICAP 

pri B ffMBMM *0* !nf 

Hcallh 3 nsiimnoc 1 nforrnirtUm 
Counseling It AssisUnee Program 


Our Web site’s debatable 

Last month, readers of the award-winning BrooklynPaper.com 
checked out more than 650,000 Web pages — and many are com- 
menting on what they're reading. This week, our online exclusive 
about David and Jed Walentases' Dock Street project unleashed 
an outpouring of debate. Here are some excerpts (though you can 
read them all on our Web site — and have a chance to comment!). 


given the promise of a free hamburger, we ve 
we like our burgers medium rare. 

Singing out 

To the editor, 

I saw your story about Community 
Board 10’s rejection of a karaoke bar 
(“Name this tune? Karaoke bar says 
board is clueless,” March 21) and have 
to remind everyone that there are al- 
ready plenty of karaoke bars around 
Eighth Avenue and 64th Street. 

But, more important, the board is 
acting in a racist manner to say that 
there will be prostitution at the bar. 

Kevin Chen, Bensonhurst 

You’re wrong 

To the editor, 

Your editorial last week (“No to MTA 
bailout,” March 21) rejects widespread 
calls by transit advocates to rescue the 
MTA. And it glosses over an inescapable 
reality: unless the state legislature inter- 
venes, transit service will be cut dramati- 
cally and fares will skyrocket, with riders 
assuming the entire economic burden. 

We agree that the MTA needs reform 
and support the Ravitch Commission’s 
reform recommendations. 

The MTA also should provide more 
detailed reporting on its finances. 

Unfortunately, MTA reform with- 
out a massive infusion of funding will 
not solve the crisis. New York transit 
riders simply cannot afford a system- 
wide reduction in service and double- 
digit fare increases during one of the 
most challenging economic environ- 
ments in American history. 

Mary Barber, Manhattan 

The writer is managing director for 
living cities at the Environmental 
Defense Fund. 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: newsroom@CNGIocal.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

1 Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 

borhood are published with the letter). 

returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


Gersh, you and the Brooklyn Paper 
continue to disgrace the news pro- 
fession. Not only is your “reporting” 
wildly slanted in favor of the proj- 
ect, but you continually neglect to 
cite disclosure in each of your sto- 
ries that The Brooklyn Paper rents 
office space from Two Trees and thus 
has material business dealings with 
the subject of your “articles.” 

Your slanted reporting will suit you 
well for your new master, Sir Rupert. 

Publius, Brooklyn Heights 

The opposition to Dock Street is 
playing their last card. Nothing of 
substance here. 

Councilman David Yassky is play- 
ing politics as usual. David slaying 
Goliath (in this case, the School Con- 
struction Authority) is just what a city 
comptroller should do. Very conve- 
nient, don’t you think? 

Yassky and his staff have been 
working on solving the middle school 
problem for years. He didn’t know 
the SCA was negotiating with Two 
Trees? Where was the good coun- 
cilman? At a fund raiser? 

Carlo Trigiani, Brooklyn Heights 

Carlo, now I see what a Two Trees 
shill you really are. What the free- 
dom-of-information act documents 
show — and what the pro-Dock Street 
crowd should have known (but chose 
to bury your heads in the sand about) 
— was that the School Construction 
Authority wasn’t really interested in 
building a school in the neighbor- 
hood, only in helping Two Trees with 
its precious development project. 

Dave, DUMBO 

It’s clear that the School Construc- 
tion Authority failed to consider any 
existing buildings, other than PS 8, 


which was handed to them. 

Ken Fisher’s attempt to spin the is- 
sue of improper due diligence fails. 

Many of the options that were not 
examined by SCA are existing struc- 
tures, such as 360 Furman St., St. 
Charles Borromeo school, etc. That 
defies Fisher’s point when he com- 
pares his cost savings only to alter- 
nate new development sites. It’s the 
difference between consumption of 
existing supply vs. new supply. 

Even when presented with evidence 
that something is rotten in SCA-land, 
the pro-Dock St. crowd is content to 
leave all its chips on something that 
MAY be built (where is the capital?) 
instead of (there I go again) an ex- 
isting building. 

Also, The Brooklyn Paper has a 
much greater obligation to inform 
its readers of its relationship with 
the developer. 

Andrew Stengel, DUMBO 

Instead of trying to intuit The 
Brooklyn Paper’s motivations, why 
not discuss the issue at hand? Either 
you like the Dock Street project or 
you don’t; either you favor the pro- 
posed school or you don’t. 

The Paper’s relationship with Two 
Trees is well known and does notneed 
to be restated every week. 

On Dock Street, The Paper’s ed- 
itorial board repeatedly expressed 
strong support for the proposal. On 

Is it possible that our view was col- 
ored by our tenancy? Conceivably, but 
only insofar as our first-hand expe- 
rience in DUMBO led us to see the 
Walentases as good landlords, and 
good stewards of historic DUMBO. 

News coverage is a separate mat- 
ter. Does anyone honestly believe that 
the story is a Walentas puff-piece? 

Ed Weintrob, Publisher Emeritus 


HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY 


DENTISTS 


Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modern pleasant surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE WOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 
Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
mm and insurance plans accommodated 
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KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC | I H 


Hepcat's resentment is building 




A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs □ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment □ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities □ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities □ Caring, loving environment 

j SUMMER PROGRAM AVAILABLE FOR 2-5 YEAR OLDS | 

Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day! 



DAILY TRIPS 


Ages 4 y 2 - 11 
Flexible Schedule 
3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions 
3, 4 or 5 Days a Week 
Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available 

Located in Park Slope 
(718) 768-6419 

www.KimsKidsCamp.com 


Kids 


cook! 


Our eight-week program for kids 2 to 10 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn 
how to measure, sift, mix, whip, cut, 
grate and knead, as they prepare 
wholesome and delicious foods from 
around the world. 

Morning & afternoon classes 
Birthday parties! 


fj m 
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SQUADRON'S PARK PLAN ... 


Continued from page 1 

The freshman sena- 
tor said such a plan would 
eliminate hundreds of pro- 
posed luxury condos from 
inside the park’s footprint, 
though his plans still include 
a 225 -bed hotel and shop- 
ping in the historic Empire 
Stores warehouse, features 
that are in the official state 
plans for the controversial 
park-and-condo project as 
well. Squadron (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights) described these 
as “appropriate, though not 

The park’s current annual 

rise further under Squad- 
ron, who is also calling for 
design changes that would 
include an enclosed bubble 
for seasonal sports, a swim- 
ming pool moored in the 
East River, an arts facility 
and an ice-skating rink. He 
said these features are “em- 
inently affordable.” 

“We’re talking about 
minimal increases,” Squad- 

The existing plans call for 
1 ,2 10 units of housing, a ho- 
tel and retail inside the so- 
called park to pay fees for the 
annual maintenance of the 
open space, instead of pay- 
ing normal property taxes. 

The inclusion in 2004 of 
private development ignited 
a controversy that has raged 
ever since and, in fact, may 
have carried Squadron into 

He campaigned as acritic 
of the park’s plans in the 
fall election against long- 
time incumbent Marty Con- 
nor, who had supported the 
inclusion of housing in the 
public park. 

This is the second bold 
proposition for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park in just over a 
week. Mayor Bloomberg 
said earlier that he is ne- 
gotiating with Gov. Pater- 


son for a city takeover of 
the lagging $350-million 
project as part of a swap 
that would also give the 
mayor control of Gover- 
nors Island while putting 
the Javits Center entirely 
in the state’s hands. 

Some sections of the park, 
including rolling lawns, a 
playground and a dog run , are 
slated to open by the year’s 
end and other elements are 
due by 20 1 2 , but roughly 33 
percent of the park is on hold 
until additional public money 
is drummed up to pay for 
construction. 

Squadron presented his 
scheme last Friday evening 
in Borough Hall to a room 
filled with dozens of the 
most outspoken critics of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s un- 
usual funding scheme. 

“This is brilliant,” said 
Sandy Balboza, head of 
the Atlantic Avenue Bet- 
terment Association, one 
of several people to con- 
gratulate Squadron’s idea. 

But some eagle-eyed ob- 
servers detected an Achilles 
Heel in the plan. Dan Wi- 
ley, a staffer for Rep. Ny- 
dia Velazquez (D-Gow- 
anus) said the reliance on 
taxing increased land val- 
ues might create an urge 
in City Hall to allow taller 
new construction near the 
park, while many neighbor- 
hoods have been trying to 
reduce permissible build- 
ing heights. 

And the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corpo- 
ration opposes Squadron’s 
idea. 

“With $4.3 million gen- 
erated by the current resi- 
dential properties for oper- 
ations and maintenance and 
another $3 million to come 
on-line in2010 and2011,we 
are committed to the cur- 
rent development plan ap- 
proved by the community, 


MURDER L. 

Continued from page 1 

ments implicating himself in the stabbing death.” 

The Post took that a bit further, reporting that Weber 
and Katehis had agreed online to meet for a sexual en- 
counter for which the newsman would pay $60. The pair 
drank vodka and did cocaine before, the paper reported, 



Weber also worked on Mayor Bloomberg's ra- 
dio show. 


“the situation turned violent.” 

Weber, 47, was well known to listeners of WABC Ra- 
dio for years as “the news guy” on the “Curtis and Kuby” 
morning show. News of his death unleashed an outpour- 
ing of good memories. 

“I loved him,” Curtis Sliwa told The Brooklyn Paper, 
who knew Weber for 10 years. “George was a fixture at 
ABC. After our show, he became the national news guy 
for the network.” 

Above all, Sliwa said, Weber “was obsessed with his ad- 
opted neighborhood, Carroll Gardens. You’d see him at An- 
gry Wade and at all the restaurants. He loved Brooklyn.” 

Police had responded to Weber’s apartment at 561 
Henry St. after co-workers had become alarmed when 
he had not shown up for work and was not answering 
his phone. 

At the house, which is at First Place, cops discovered 
Weber dead “with a wound to his neck” and hands and 
feet bound by duct tape. 

No less a fan than Mayor Bloomberg issued a state- 
ment after hearing about the death. 

“George was the kind of professional who could give 
you the news and his views without one getting in the way 
of the other, and he was an absolutely central part of my 
Friday WABC radio show with John Gambling and doz- 
ens of other programs,” the mayor said. “On or off the air, 
and especially during our commercial breaks, his views 
were incisive and insightful. He’ll be deeply missed by 
millions of radio listeners, including me, and my thoughts 
and prayers are with his family in this difficult time.” 

Though heard by millions every week, Weber had turned 
his attention recently to the Internet, where he maintained 
a popular local Weblog, georgeweberthenewsguy. 

On it, he regaled (if that’s the right word) readers with 
tales of his two bedbug infestations, a fire hydrant that’s 
hidden under an orange construction cone, a never-end- 
ing construction project at Smith and Douglass streets, 
and the joys of smoking (unless the pack costs $12.75, 
as it does at one Manhattan bodega). 


GEHRY... 

Continued from page 1 

get built and there has never been a time when this proj- 
ect is more important to the people of the state and city 
of New York and the borough of Brooklyn.” 

A spokesman for Barclays did not respond to a ques- 
tion about Gehry’s comment, as well a question about 
recent calls for the company to abandon the $400-mil- 
lion naming-rights deal in light of the $8 billion in fed- 
eral recovery funds it received from troubled insurance 
giant AIG. 

Last week, as The Brooklyn Paper reported, Coun- 
cilwoman Letitia James called for Barclays to back out 
of its naming-rights agreement with Ratner. And this 
week, New Jersey Rep. Bill Pascrell demanded that Trea- 
sury Secretary Tim Geithner “intervene” in the deal be- 
cause “Barclays is the recipient of $8.5 billion in bailout 
money from U.S. taxpayers through credit default swap 
payments by AIG.” 

He said that Barclays decision to go ahead with the 
$400-million deal was a “questionable business prac- 

“Allowing this naming rights deal to remain in place 
makes little sense for both taxpayers and Barclays,” he 

Pascrell’s criticism of the Barclays deal is expected, 
given that he represents a district in North Jersey that 
is adjacent to Newark. That hardscrabble city has been 
courting the Brooklyn-bound New Jersey Nets to the ex- 
isting Prudential Center. 


mayor and governor,” the de- 
velopment corporation said 
in a prepared statement. 

The mayor’s office also 
had reservation about the 

“We wouldhave concerns 
about a plan that relies on tax 
revenue from DUMBO to pay 
for the park, especially when 
you consider that new devel- 
opment will almost certainly 
include affordable housing the 


42 1-a program,” said Andrew 
Brent, amayoral spokesman, 
referring to a subsidy pro- 
gram that gives developers 
tax breaks if they include be- 
low market-rate housing in 
their buildings. 

If DUMBO developers 
took advantage of the in- 
centive, it would reduce the 
amount funneled towards the 
park’s upkeep. 

But Councilman David 


Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
said in a statement that city 
officials should be more sup- 
portive of Squadron’s plan. 

“[It’s an] innovative ap- 
proach to funding the mainte- 
nance and operation of Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park,” Yassky said 
in a statement . “The plan would 
provide a reliable anduncon- 
troversial source of funding. 
The city should give the plan 
serious consideration.” 


REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
RROOKLYN 


new kit. All appliances 
included. 3rd floor. No 
smoking. Pets OK. $1650. 


AGENTS 
AND BROKERS 


List Your Rental or 
i Sale Apartments 
at No Cost 

LICENSED REAL-ESTATE BROKER 

Unique European Clientele 
Multilingual Agents 

Sarnia (718) 788-0178 


RENTERS 
HAVE RIGHTS 


Landlord, handyman, or 
maybe previous tenants? 
Who else has keys? 

BuddyOnTheDoor.com 


HOUSES FOR SALE 
ELSEWHERE 


HOUSES FOR SALE 
ELSEWHERE 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 1 

Maplewood * South Orange ■ NJ 

• 29 Minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 



Advertising 
That Works! 
Call Our Classifeds 
718 - 260-2588 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


INJURED? 




BANKRUPTCY 

ELECTRONIC TAX FILING 

• Medicaid Applications 
Family Law • Criminal Law 
• Serious Accidents 


JEROME P. MANDEL 

& Associates 40 years exp. 

( 718 ) 788-6800 

26 Court St. Brooklyn NY 11242 


Childcare 

Housekeeping 

Companionship 

Let Willing Hands 
Guide You 


ENTERTAINMENT 


718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Wong Assets LLC, a domes 9 - 
Liability Company (LLCJ ' Ar- 

with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on January 21, 
2009. NY Office location: 
Kings County, SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon who 
process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
the LLC service upon 
him/her to C/O the LLC at 
3327 Fulton Street, Brook- 
lyn, New York, 11208. Pur- 


U.S. Bank National Associa- 
tion, as Trustee for the 
Structured Asset Invest- 


ment Loan Trust, 2006-4, 
Plaintiff, vs. Donald Haynes, 
et al. Defendant. Pursuant 
to a judgment of foreclo- 
sure and sale duly dated 
6/5/2008, I, the under- 
signed Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Kings 
County Courthouse, Room 
274, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, County of Kings, 
New York on 4/30/2009 at 


219 Spencer Street, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11205. All that cer- 



being in the New York City, 
Borough of Brooklyn, 
County of Kings and State 
of New York Section, Block 
and Lot: Block 1763 Lot 5. 


Approximate amount of 
judgment $619,112.08 plus 


will be sold subject to pro- 
visions of filed Judgment 
Index #9808/2007. Edward 
M. Rappaport, Esq., Refer- 
ee, Shapiro & DiCaro, LLP, 
Attorney for Plaintiff, 250 
Mile Crossing Boulevard, 
Rochester, NY, 14624. Dat- 
ed: 3/19/2009. 


Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ- 
il Court, Kings County on 
01/29/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000068-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam- 
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living- 
ston Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the 

of Velez Moore. My present 



Wilkerson AKA V. Freda 
Wilkerson. My present address 
is 68 Fort Greene Place, #8, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. My 
place of birth is Manhattan, 
New York. My date of birth 
is November 01,1956. 


Summons: Supreme Court of 
the State of New York 
County of Kings In- 
dex#50587/09 LUCIANO 
ROMANO, Plaintiff vs. GIO- 
VANNINA LAI, Defendant 
Summons & Notice in action 
of divorce. Venue based 

Cause of action on the 
grounds of DRL Section 170 
subd. (2)- the abandonment 

appearance on the plaintiff's 



upon you by publication by 
order of Hon. Jeffrey S. Sun- 
shine, JSC, a Justice of this 

18, 2009 at the King^ 

County Clerk's Office. 


mu'nities^ IncXquest^for 
Expression of Interests. 
PROJECT TITLE: Rehabilita- 
tion and Asbestos Abate- 

cility including Support Are- 
as. DESCRIPTION OF 
GOODS OR SERVICES TO 




their Bid. EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST DUE DATE: 
March 31st, 2009. LOCA- 
TION WHERE GOODS TO 
BE DELIVERED OR SERVICE 
PERFORMED: 2071 Fulton 
Street Brooklyn, New York 
11233 CONTACT: Ronald 

Williams - President/CEO 

mu“itie° r Inc. 266 West 3°Th 
Street, 21st Floor New York, 
NY 10018 
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RinglingBros coming to Coney! 



ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM: Ringling Brothers ai 
Circus looks like it's coming to Coney Island this s 


Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


March 28, 2009 
Call (718) 260-2588 
BPCIassified@cnglocal.com 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


General Contracting 
■ Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 
• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 

Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 

Kevin (718) 331-9251 


CARPET CLEANING 


(718)832^0900 


( 718 ) 374-4594 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 
Move Out/Move in Clean-up 
Office ■ Residential • General 
"Let us maintain your hallways" 

Bed 8c Breakfast Cleaning Services 

718 573-4165 

Bonded and Insured 


G audioso 
Contracting Inc 

licensed & insured 

FREE 

interior design 
consultation 





Chris Mit t t in s 


718-276-8558^ 



CARPET CLEANING 

10% Off Cleaning! 

Residential & commercial profesional 
wall-to-wall carpet & rug handwashing, 
steam cleaning, & repair services. 
Pickup and delivery available 

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE 

443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days 

718-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com 



Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



EAGLE ^CONTRACTORS 


f 

B: 




ENERAL RENOVATION! 

★ Interior & Exterior ★ 

Carpentry ■ New Additions ■ Kitchens 
lathrooms ■ Painting ■ Plastering ■ Pointing 
Stucco ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
■ Brick & Concrete Work 

FREE ESTIMATES Imut ± 

www.eaglecontractor.com 


(718) 686-1100 


DECKS 


FORM RENOVATION 

LICENSED EXPERIENCED ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES 

718 - 715-0705 



DECKS 

by Bart 


DOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Call Hart: 

it build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



Baby, it's cold Ai-5- 



JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL -COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

-termite- flea (oalml- loaches 
■lots- led Brigs -Wasps- Moths 


froefin } • Squirrels ■ termite Inspections 

FHA, VA Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718 - 832-0900 

Senior Gtizen Discount • $15 OFF Any Initial Visit 




i f 


Residential & 

Commercial save a sample 
Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 
COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 
Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs^ 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING :3 §§L 
Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 
LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 



c&c 

Landscaping 



JSStL 






Visit Your KOHLER, 
Registered Showroom 

SOLCO PLUMBING SUPPLY 
1525 70th Street Brooklyn, NY, 11228 
718-259-8010 | www.solco.com 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate un- 
insured 718 332-8511 uc#2oii 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 



RUBBISH REMOVAL 

'ordable & Hassle-Free 

3=3 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349 - 7555 ■ 
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BLOOMBERG 

NYC 


In these difficult times, we need 
an independent, honest leader like 
Mike Bloomberg to keep New York 
moving forward. 


Join Mike Bloomberg s Team. Volunteer today. 


\ 




"Mike Bloomberg is honest 
and he's effective. We need 
him to stay at City Hall." 

— Paul Sternblitz, 
Brooklyn 


Volunteer today. Log on to 

www.mikebloomberg.com 


Paid for by Bloomberg for Mayor 2009, Inc. 





